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POLICE AUXILIARY OFFICERS 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [5.46 pm]: This evening I rise to talk about a ceremony I attended 
this morning prior to Parliament sitting. It took place at the Western Australia Police Academy, which is a 
fabulous academy in my North Metropolitan Region electorate. I was representing the Minister for Police, 
Hon Liza Harvey, at the graduation of 20 police auxiliary officers. It was certainly a great event for those 
officers, as well as their family and friends who were there to witness their graduation. These officers have been 
through a very intensive 12-week training course at the Joondalup academy and various locations around Perth 
that allowed them to graduate as police auxiliary officers today. This system was introduced by 
Western Australia Police four years ago. It certainly made very good economic sense to have police auxiliary 
officers complementing the work of our fully sworn officers so that our fully sworn police officers are out there 
on the front line where we and the public expect to see them. 

The interesting thing about this group of 20 people who graduated today was that they came from very, very 
varied backgrounds. There were quite a number of ethnicities among them—another recognition of how 
wonderfully multicultural our society is becoming in Western Australia. They were certainly from a whole range 
of backgrounds, and between the 20 people who graduated today, 11 languages are spoken. That will certainly 
be of great benefit to WA Police in the coming months and years in that they may assist people who may not 
have English as their first language. Another thing they do, complementary to the fully sworn officers, is provide 
assistance in custody areas and provide procedural and administrative assistance in areas when needed. 

The 20 who graduated today will initially all be allocated to the Perth watch house, where they spent two weeks 
of their training learning the ropes. The new watch house is a great facility that was recently opened. After 
having spent some time there, some will go out to the regions, which I know our colleagues from the regional 
areas will be very pleased to see. That will free up the regional fully sworn officers to do what they have to. 

Not only did these people come from various ethnic backgrounds, but also there was quite a wide age range. 
I think the youngest was about 20 years old, and I would not like to hazard a guess at the age of the oldest, but 
they were certainly the wrong side of 21—or maybe even 35! There were certainly a few grey hairs among some 
of the people there. It is a really good thing to see that mature people are going into these roles, because they 
have at least had a lot of life experience in other areas. I was reading in the notes given to me that there was a 
chef amongst them, someone who had worked in the hospitality industry, others who had worked in other 
administrative roles, and some who had actually been fully sworn police officers in different countries. 
They may not have wanted to do that job now, but having come to Australia, they are happy to take on the role 
of a police auxiliary officer. Somebody else to whom I spoke was the spouse of a fully sworn police officer who 
had come from a different country and decided that they also wanted to take on that role.  

One of the special guests at the ceremony today was George Tilbury, the head of the Western Australian Police 
Union. He gave a speech to congratulate all the officers, as did I, and gave an award to the person who was 
considered to be the highest contributor on the course and the one who was to be more highly commended. 
The recipient of the award was voted for by the other 19 people on the course, and it was with great delight that 
auxiliary police officer Ingrid Matthews was given this award. She was one of the people whom I described 
earlier as perhaps being on the wrong side of 21. She is a fabulous person and obviously very popular among her 
peers on the course. She gave quite a few of them some motherly advice along the way, which they seemed to 
have taken on board, as they voted her into that position. I want to go on the record to congratulate WA Police 
for implementing this program of police auxiliary officers; it should continue long into the future. The 20 who 
graduated today were all very delighted to receive their certificates. They said to me that they have this weekend 
off, but as of Monday, they will be down at the watch house. I take this opportunity to wish them the best in their 
chosen careers and long may they assist in helping our WA Police force be one of the best police forces in 
Australia.  

House adjourned at 5.51 pm 
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